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NTS  

NEWSLETTER 

Taiwan Visit 
Mr Broster 

 
 

At the end of May, 9 pupils from Nelson Thomlinson, led by Mr Broster and Miss Southwell, 
joined a group of 41 pupils and 6 teachers in our biennial trip to Taiwan. The pupils were 
Molly Armstrong, Eloise Hewitt, Terezia Holecova, Nathan Ion, Caitlyn Lloyd, Kate 
Southwell, Adam Stoddart, Josh Ward and Naomi Winter. 
  
Once again, the trip was a great success, with the pupils not only experiencing a culture that is 
far removed from Cumbrian life, but making potential life-long friends and spending much of 
the time feeling like celebrities.  The pupils spent a lot of their stay living with host families in 
their homes. This gave them plenty of time to see what real Taiwanese life is like and bond 
with their hosts. 
 

 
 

During the trip, we visited several schools, taking part in lessons and activities, such as cookery 
classes, where we made food such as the Taiwanese burger called Gua Bao and flavoured rice 
packed in banana leaves and bamboo. We played various sports in the schools, with the pupils 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

playing football against the school team, t-ball and lots of basketball. 
Whilst at the schools, we took two bike rides, one was a slow and 
steady ride in the sun along the river in Taipei to go to watch some 
dragon boat racing; the other was on speedier bikes through Hualien 
City in torrential rain. Both were an experience to remember. 
 
We visited lots of historical and tourist sites. Highlights included 
watching the changing of the guard at the Chiang Kai Shek Memorial 
Hall, going to the top of Taipei 101, one of the tallest buildings in the 
world, seeing the pandas at Taipei Zoo and visiting the UNESCO 
Heritage site of the Bao An Confucius Temple. 
 

 
 

They also enjoyed immersing themselves in the culture by visiting night 
markets, including the famous Shillin Night Market, where the pupils 
looked on in awe at the sheer range of fidget spinners on sale and tried 
lots of new foods, which on the whole, were delicious. They even 
munched down stinky tofu without any fuss. 

 
As usual, the welcome from our hosts in Taiwan was amazing, with our 
pupils feeling like pop stars as crowds of screaming or giggling children 
swarmed them for selfies. One of our boys was particularly popular, as 
he apparently looked like Spiderman in Taiwan. He was always 
followed by an entourage of excitable Taiwanese children. 
 

 
  
Our pupils behaved impeccably and were a credit to The Nelson 
Thomlinson School.  

 
 

Reading Matters 
Mrs Martindale 

 
 ‘All the World’s a Stage’ 

 

 
 
In the final term, we set pupils in Years 7-9 their hardest 
challenge to date of memorising, reciting and performing an 
extract from a Shakespeare play.  Without a word of 
exaggeration, the English teachers, Mrs Crone and other judges 
have been blown away by pupils’ performances: some of which 
have rivalled performances from the Globe Theatre!  Moreover, 
nowadays when we are bombarded by a multitude of digital 
devices, it has been wonderful to see our younger pupils make 
the language of Shakespeare relevant to their own lives and 
interests. 
 

Summer Holiday Reading Challenge 
 

 
 
 
Finally as we near the end of term, the English Department is 
delighted to offer all pupils in all years the opportunity to 
participate in the Summer Holiday Reading Challenge.  We all 
know that reading for pleasure is a highly enjoyable activity but 
we have increased the enjoyment by giving pupils the 
opportunity to earn House Points and a small prize for 
completing a minimum of one of the challenges listed on the 
sheet.  (Please see attached).  Don’t forget to use your local 
library; there are also many books online for free.  Happy 
holiday reading to all!  

 
 



 

Library News 
Mrs Crone 

Spellbinding Award Day 
2017 

 
 

The final decision day for the Cumbria Schools’ Book Award was 
held at Penrith Methodist Church on Wednesday 14th June. Holly 
Carey 9PJC, Annabelle Gilroy 7JFP & Lucy Humm 7PH were 
selected to represent the NTS Reading Club at the event and Jordan 
Ion’s poster was chosen to enter the ‘Design a Film Poster’ 
competition this year. On arrival, pupils were placed into groups for 
the ice-breaker quiz and this was followed by librarian-led group 
discussions about the top 3 books. Voting preceded lunch and pupils 
were invited to take part in the Book Swish over the lunch period. 

Our special guest this year was the award-winning performance poet, 
Mike Garry, who has recently been made a Doctor of Education by 
Manchester Metropolitan University in recognition of the work he 
does in schools, colleges, universities and prisons. He entertained us 
during the afternoon session with his amusing stories and poetry and 
he also asked pupils to compose a haiku within their groups and then 
read them out to the audience. 

This was followed by the announcement of the winners of the poster 
and twitter competitions and I am proud to say that The Nelson 
Thomlinson School won the poster competition with Jordan Ion’s 
entry. He won a book prize for himself and a big box of books for 
the School Library. Well done, Jordan! 

 

As the day drew to a close, the winning title for Spellbinding 2017 
was announced which was Cell 7 by Kerry Drewery. 

 

 

This year was the third year that we have run the Renaissance 
Place Accelerated Reader programme for our Year 7 pupils. 
Overall, it has been very successful, once again highlighting 
improved reading levels throughout Year 7. The following will 
be awarded prizes during a special assembly on the last day of 
term to recognise individual and Form achievements: 

 
Most improved reading age for boy & girl in each English 
group over the year according to final Star Test results: 

 
7E: Lucas Southward & Annie Williamson. 
7G: Freya Barton & Alexander Wills. 
7H: Drew Allen 7JFP & Molly Ewin 7AMS. 
7L: Chloe Dalzell & Silas Prior. 
7M: Sophie Cooper & Louis Sleightholm. 
7N: Drew Allen & Molly Ewin. 
7S: Myles Kasiera & Carmel Steel. 
7T: Nathan Dunstan & Ella Jackson. 
7W: Kian Hazard & Amber Wright. 
 
Millionaires Club - pupils who have read over 1 million 
words this year: 
 
Lucy Humm, Christopher Wills, Peter Watts, Leo Cooper-Bush, 
Billie Rowley, Megan Irving, Erin Rudd, Aaron Lockwood, 
Connor Wilson, Jacob Starmer, Lucy Jones, Elliot Park and 
Daisy Connor. 
Sadie Paisley & Amy Boddam-Whetham won a special book 
prize for reading over 2 million words! 
 
The Form with the highest points score in the Accelerated 
Reader quizzes this term was 7GYB with 679.0 points – 
winners for the second time running. 
 
Well done to them all! 
 
Finally, I would just like to say a big thank you to all the 
following pupil librarians who have dedicated their break and 
lunchtimes to assisting me in the smooth running of the School 
Library over the past year: 
 
Lois Henderson 9WB 
Merissa Teasdale 7GYB 
Alex Birkett 9WB 
Evie Sproat 9RCT 
Alisa Hogg 9RCT 
Shannon Reid 9RCT 
Yusuf Brooks 8JAM 
Rob Carey 9AA 
Esme Hogg 9RCT 
Amelia Shaw 7GYB 
Holly Carey 9PJC 
Maisie Harrison 9AA 
Charlotte Harrison 7EC 
Hannah Ritchie 9DP 
Jason Taylor 9WB 
Jessica Ingledow 7AMS 
Carmel Steel 7JFP 
Emily Brown 10 LAH 
Cerys Graham 7GYB. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 12  

Post-Sixth-Form Preparations 
Dr Lovegrove 

 
Since returning from study leave, Year 12 students have been 
involved in a number of events to help them decide and prepare 
for what they want to do after Sixth Form.  

On 30th June, they were taken to the Sands Centre for the local 
UCAS convention. Staff and students from many universities were 
available to provide them with information about their institutions 
in general and offer specific advice about courses that they offer. 
Other providers, such as NCS and the Armed Forces, were also 
available for students to talk to.  

All students were taken to the University of Cumbria on 6th July, 
where they were given tours of the campus and presentations on 
student finance and interview techniques. They were also able to 
sign up for a taster lecture delivered by academics from the 
university. These included sessions on: Primary Teaching; clinical 
skills in Midwifery and Nursing; Sports Rehabilitation; Law and 
Psychology. Several of these included a practical element which 
went down particularly well! For example, in the Psychology 
lecture, students were treated to a polygraph (lie detector) 
demonstration and in the Sports Rehabilitation session, they saw 
first-hand how static stretches and PNF stretching can be used to 
improve flexibility. The day was excellent in that it gave our 
students a better understanding of what studying at university 
could be like and has, hopefully, helped them to decide whether or 
not this is the route that they want to take next year. We would like 
to thank all the members of the university who helped to make the 
day an interesting and informative one for us. 

On the evening of the 6th July, we also held an information evening 
for parents of Year 12 students which focussed largely on student 
finance: Matthew Aitchison from the University of Cumbria 
delivered this and, as always, his presentation was both clear and 
informative, hopefully helping to alleviate some of the fears 
surrounding financing a university education. We are extremely 
grateful to him for giving up his time for this and for arranging the 
visit to the university during the day. 

 

100 Club Draw 

Mrs Richmond 

May: 
 
1st Prize – Mr J Parker (Staff) 
2nd Prize – George Spark (Pupil) 
3rd Prize – Mr M Irving (Staff) 
 
 June: 
 
1st Prize – Catherine Servante (Parent))) 
2nd Prize – Louise Richardson (Parent) 
3rd Prize – Mark Dawson (Parent) 

 

 

Careers Information, Advice and 
Guidance 
Mr G. Clark 

 
Careers guidance is available to all NTS students, from home or 
at school: 
  
1. From the internet, go to: 
[www.ntslearnonline.com]www.ntslearnonline.com.  
Please select the ‘Log in as a guest’ button, select the ‘My 
Career’ icon, and follow the instructions.  
  
2. Students: for personal help with finding out about careers, or 
making choices about your future, please contact the Careers 
Education & Guidance Officer at NTS, Mr Graham Clark.  
  
3. ‘Drop-in’ Careers Guidance sessions are available to all NTS 
students on Monday and Friday lunchtimes, from 12.45 p.m. 
Please come to the Careers Education & Guidance Services 
office. 
  
4. Parents or carers: if you have any queries about your child’s 
career options or choices, please feel free to contact the NTS 
Careers Education & Guidance Officer at Parents’ Evenings for 
Years 9-13, by phone (016973 42160, extension 250), or email 
at: [careers@nts.cumbria.sch.uk]careers@nts.cumbria.sch.uk. 

 

Music News 
Mrs Small 

 

 
 
Recent music exam results: 
 
Jack Naylor: Grade 3 Piano, Pass.  
Alex Birkett: Grade 3 Piano, Pass. 
Toby Cass: Grade 3 Piano, Merit. 
Evie Sproat: Grade 4 Piano, Merit. 
Stefan Barthelmes: Grade 6 Piano, Merit. 
Tiegan Hawkes: Grade 6 Piano, Merit. 
Maya Cooper: Grade 6 Piano, Distinction. 
David Shingler: Grade 5 Piano, Distinction. 
Hannah Young: Grade 5 Piano, Merit. 
Stefan Barthelmes: Trumpet Grade 6, Distinction. 
Alice Reid: Grade 8 Violin, Merit. 
Philippa Hall Grade 7 Violin, Merit. 
Poppy Deakin: Grade 5 Clarinet, Pass. 
Eleanor Roberts: Grade 3 Clarinet, Merit. 
Jason Taylor: Grade 3 Saxophone, Pass. 
Amy Boddam-Whetham: Grade 5 Flute, Merit. 
 
We are holding workshops for the Kendal Torchlight Parade for 
staff and parents of students who are in the Samba Band. The 
first workshop is on Thursday 13Th July and the second one is in 
September, date to be arranged. The Torchlight Parade is on 
Friday 15th September. 

 



  
 

Year 7 French Trip  
(2nd July –7th July 2017) 

Miss Lane 
 

Bright and early on the Sunday morning, 84 Year 7 pupils and 10 
members of staff boarded their coaches and started the journey to 
France for the annual Year 7 French trip. The ferry crossing was 
smooth and it was sunny and pupils settled into their rooms when 
we arrived at the hotel for a well-earned rest after an 18-hour 
journey.  
 

 
Looking at graves at the British cemetery at Bayeux 

 
Refreshed on the Monday morning, we set out to Bayeux to 
discover more about the famous tapestry. We also visited the 
impressive cathedral (to be re-created in sand later in the week as an 
entry in the sandcastle competition by the staff team), paid our 
respects at the British War Cemetery and pupils started to practise 
their French on the ice-cream stalls.  
 

 
Megan Irving’s winning sandcastle 

 
Tuesday’s focus was the events of D-Day and encompassed a visit to 
Omaha beach to learn more about the landings there and then a 
sombre visit to the American Cemetery to reflect further on the 
sacrifices made by the many on 6th June 1944. 
Wednesday was based around the hotel and started with a walk into 
the local town of Merville where pupils completed a town quiz. Staff 
were particularly impressed by the way in which large numbers of 
pupils used their French skills to ask local people for help finding 
the answers to questions. The afternoon brought the sandcastle 
competition which, as always, generated a huge variety of creative 
structures vying to win top prize. There were mermaids, hippos, 
lizards, classic motte and bailey castles, caves, volcanoes and even a 
message about the dangers of deforestation. As ever, the pupils had 
good fun digging, moulding and building, working as a group to 
create their masterpiece in sand.  
Thursday was another opportunity to practise their French speaking 
with a trip to the market where there was a huge choice of stalls with 
all manner of items for sale. The afternoon was spent learning how a 
master chocolatier creates delicious treats and taking in the grandeur 
of the Basilica at Lisieux.  
 

 
Leo Cooper-Bush and Tom Blackledge with “Leo the Lizard” 

 
Another early start on Friday morning was required to catch the 
ferry home and pupils arrived back in Wigton late Friday 
evening, tired but having made the most of their opportunities 
on the French trip. 
The pupils who came on the trip were exceptional: they were 
attentive during all museum visits, asked good questions to 
further their understanding and made an incredibly positive 
impression on all the staff who accompanied the trip. Indeed, a 
number of members of the public who we encountered 
complimented them on their behaviour. Pupils learnt not only 
about the various historical events, aspects of French culture and 
practised their French language skills but there were so many 
other elements of other subjects covered, for example a 
discussion of Schrödinger on the deck of the ferry and the 
noting of Fibonacci patterns in the architecture that they 
encountered!  
There was tough competition this year for the prizes on offer for 
Best French Speakers and Best French Trip Diaries, as so many 
pupils put in such a fantastic effort. Congratulations go to the 
Best French Speakers: Chris Paterson, Ben Parker, Charlie 
Burfield and Kaitlin Watters, while the awards for Best French 
Trip Diaries went to Lucy-Jo Morrison, Peter Watts, Chloe 
Dalzell, Erin Rudd and Cerys Graham. 
Huge thanks to the members of staff who gave up their time to 
come on the trip and make it such a success: Mrs Foster, Mrs 
Johnson, Miss Frondelius, Miss Hayton, Mrs Galley, Mr Smith, 
Mr Whelpdale, Mr Rudd and Mr Brockbank. 
 

 
 

Miss: “Did you have a good time at the beach, Stan?” 
Stan: (covered head to toe in sand) “Yep, brilliant!” 

 



 

Young Enterprise 

Miss Walker 

 

Our Young Enterprise team took part in the 3rd round of the 
Young Enterprise finals, competing in the North West Region 
hosted at UCLAN. It was a highly competitive round with 
products ranging from virtual reality goggles to a job search 
website. The team were grilled by a panel of judges about their 
product concept, quality management systems and marketing 
strategies and feedback suggested that the judges liked the way the 
team had been innovative in integrating smart phone technology 
into what was originally a traditional board game.  
 
After the evening meal, the team then had to present in one of 
UCLAN’s large lecture theatres to their fellow competitors and 
business representatives. Following a huge number of slick and 
professional presentations, we were absolutely thrilled when this 
year’s Young Enterprise team, Cumbria Cash Cows, were 
successful in winning the Best Presentation Award in this highly 
competitive round. 
 
Also, during the North West round, one of our students, Ella 
Cooper-Holmes had been nominated for the Journey Award. This 
is a highly prestigious award given to a student who has had an 
inspirational Young Enterprise experience and again, we were 
absolutely delighted when Ella was named as the North West 
Journey Award Champion. This meant that she then went through 
to the National Finals event in London, as only one of 3 students 
nominated for this award out of the 22,000 participants, this is a 
first in Nelson Thomlinson’s Young Enterprise history. 
 
At the London National Finals….. 
 

 

 

 
 
Winning through to the National Finals event, led to a 3-day trip to 
London, where Ella had the opportunity to take a tour around 
Disney Headquarters, take a trip on the London Eye before 
meeting one of the stars of Dragons’ Den and successful 
entrepreneur, Levi Roots, famed for his Reggae Reggae Sauce 
range with Peter Jones.  

 
 
The evening presentation award ceremony took place at the 
impressive British Film Institute on the Southbank and during the 
event, Ella was interviewed by BBC Business Reporter Steph 
McGovern on stage about her Young Enterprise experience. It 
goes without saying that we are immensely proud of Ella and her 
team’s achievements, and the icing on the cake was when Ella was 
placed 2nd for the National Journey Award! 

 

 



 

 P.E Department News 
Mrs Lee 

Athletics 

 
Following on from the Cumbria round of the English Schools’ 
Track and Field Cup at Hexham, the Junior Boys’ team (pictured 
above) won through to the North West A final in Wigan, giving 
them a chance to go to the English Schools’ Track and Field final, 
if they performed well. On the day, there were many improved 
performances, where others were slightly down on points. In the 
end, we finished 5th, beaten by 1 point for 4th place, with the 
winners 50 points ahead. It was a great experience for them, 
competing with the best in the North West. 
The junior girls, intermediate boys and intermediate girls won 
through to the North West B final in Blackpool. Again, there were 
some good performances with many achieving personal bests in 
their events. At the end of the competition, the intermediate girls 
were first, gaining more points than the first round, whilst the 
intermediate boys and junior girls were seventh. 
All were a credit to themselves and NTS, making the day enjoyable 
for all. Many show great promise for the future and should consider 
joining an athletics club. 
 
Cumbria County Championships 
This year the Cumbria County Championships were held on 
Saturday 11th June at Copeland Stadium, Whitehaven. Many of our 
athletes were there competing for Allerdale to, hopefully, gain a 
place in the county team. For many this was a new experience to 
compete at this level but it was a valuable one nevertheless. 
Athletes achieved personal bests in their events, showing great 
determination to succeed despite the poor weather conditions. 
Athletes were:  
Lerocco Hayden Okesene (Javelin), Samantha Hodgson (High 
Jump), Lily Joyce (Javelin), Annie Bell (800m), Hannah Brough 
(Discus), Jonathan Dodd (Shot), Gemma Coulthard (Shot), Erin 
Tilley (100m), Anna Paisley (200m), Atlanta Vailionis (Hurdles), 
Dylan Osborne (100m),  Joe Beaty (Triple Jump), Benjamin 
Posthlethwaite (High Jump & Hurdles), Sally Harrison (Triple 
Jump), Joe Southwell (High Jump & 100m), James Young (800m), 
Scott Rudd (200m), Brooke Steele (Hurdles), Owain Holliday 
(1500m), Ryan Skinner (Shot & Discus), Leo Barnard (Hurdles), 
Liam Lightfoot (Shot), Gemma Bell (Discus) & Danika Anderson 
(800m). 
The following were selected to represent Cumbria in the 
Intermediate Counties at Hexham: 
Sally Harrison (Triple Jump), Jonathan Dodd, (Shot), Lily Joyce 
(Javelin), Annie Bell (800m), Ben Posthlethwaite (High Jump) & 
Sam Hodgson (High Jump). 
Congratulations to all of them on their successes! 
 
English Schools’ Nationals 
Annie Bell and Lily Joyce were selected as part of the Cumbria team 
to go to Birmingham to compete against the best in the country in 
their events at the Nationals. A fantastic achievement from both 
girls. 
 

 

North West Multi-Events 
The North West Multi-Events competition was held at Telford 
and Ben Posthlethwaite and Brooke Steel won through to 
represent Cumbria. Each athlete completed 5 events: High Jump, 
Shot, Long Jump, Hurdles and 800m. At the end of the 
competition, Brooke finished 14th and Ben finished 1st. Ben now 
goes forward to compete in the English Schools’ Multi-Events 
held at Boston, Lincolnshire, in September. Congratulations to 
both and we wish Ben good luck in the finals! 
 
Year 7 Championships 
The Allerdale Year 7 Championships were held at Copeland 
Stadium. Both boys’ and girls’ team members performed with 
enthusiasm and determination, with many of them competing in 
athletics for the first time. With combined scores, NTS emerged 
as victors. Athletes selected to represent Allerdale in the District 
Championships were: 
William Bryant (300m & Shot), James Paisley (Javelin & 200m), 
Abigail Iredale (800m), Rebecca Holliday (800m), Riley Thwaites 
(High Jump), Charlotte Stokes (Discus), Ellie Martos (Shot), Niall 
O’ Hare (Discus) & Elliott Park (Discus). 
Thanks go to Miss McCormick and Mr. Rudd for all their help 
with the athletics this year, in what has been a very successful 
season. Also, thanks to the parents, who have delivered athletes 
to Copeland or taken them to compete at a higher level. Lastly, 
thanks to the athletes themselves. 
 
Sports Day 
This year, athletes competed in their respective houses, with two 
Year groups together. After 11 events, with athletes scoring 
points for times and distance, the overall house points totals were 
as follows: 
1st Peregrine 1956, 2nd Osprey 1665, 3rd Merlin 1598 & 4th Kestrel 
1340. 
 
At the end of another successful year in sport for NTS, it only 
remains to say thank you to my colleagues in the PE Department 
for their time and effort in their various specialisms and to all the 
pupils who have represented the school and all the parents for 
their continued support.  

Cricket 

Mr Clark 

 
 
The Year 9 team has been our most successful team this year. 
They won the Carlisle District U14 Cup beating Trinity in a close 
match at Wigton C.C. Their fielding and bowling were superb, 
stopping every run possible, which allowed them to chase down 
the total set with some elegant and purposeful batting. 
Unfortunately, in the Year 9 County Cup final, the team lost by 7 
runs in a close and quality final. The team did well to restrict 
Keswick to 105 but during the chase the team lost key wickets 
early and, despite a valiant effort from George Spark, they did not 
get over the line! Still a fine effort by the team to reach the final. 
Well done to all! 

 

 


