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NTS  

NEWSLETTER 

House Competition Winners 
Mr Beechey 

 
 

Congratulations to the members of the winning House, Peregrine, who collected the NTS 
House Trophy last Friday at Greenhill during their special celebratory lunch. Certificates were 
also awarded for the highest house points earned in each category. Many thanks to the Samba 
Band and Sixth-Form Band for providing the entertainment.  
Certificates and trophies will also be provided for members of the other Houses for pupils 
gaining the highest number of points in each House. We will award these during the next 
suitable assembly. 
 
Thanks for a positive first year of our House system and well done to all! 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More photographs from the House Celebrations. 
 

 

 

 

 

We have had a wonderful summer term so far, which really 
sums up what we are all about at NTS! 
Our office staff have worked incredibly hard to support the 
Raffle and the House celebration and colleagues have been 
squeezing the last bit of effort out of our exam classes. 
 

 
 
Above, is a photograph of pupils presenting their winning 
designs to some members of Chrysalis, a local Wigton Charity, 
whom we were delighted to welcome into school this week. 
 

 
 
We had the Art Exhibition on 11th May, which was superb, with 
a packed house. Then we had the Spring Concert, which was 
the best I have ever witnessed. 
 

 
 
Finally, a word on Mr Thorpe. Miss Raven arranged for a group 
of past musical NTS students to surprise him and join him on 
stage, many of whom drove hundreds of miles just to be there. 
I think that really summarises the esteem in which he is held by 
current and former students. A fitting end to a fantastic 
evening! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kestrel House 
Dr Lovegrove 

 

 
 

Well done to Kestrel House for coming second in the House 
competition this year – a remarkable achievement given that we were 
in fourth place at the end of the autumn term! 
Special congratulations must go to the following pupils who were the 
top House Point earners over the year in their respective year groups: 
Natalie Ostle (Year 7); Benjamin Barnes (Year 8); Sarah Shingler (Year 
9); Niamh Sharp (Year 10); Emma Barwise (Year 11); Catherine 
Jackson and Sarah Paterson (Year 12) and Jenni Wharam and Daniel 
Edgar (Year 13). In addition, Benjamin Barnes earned the most House 
Points of all the pupils in the school, gaining 67 House Points in total 
– well done, Ben! Good luck everyone for the next year of the 
competition. 

 
Young Enterprise 

Miss Walker 
 

 
 

This year, our Young Enterprise team, Cumbria Cash Cows, a team of 
six Year 12 students, has created an innovative, engaging board game 
aimed at helping young children develop their personal budgeting 
skills.  Having successfully made it through the North Cumbria heats, 
the team went on to compete in the Cumbria County Final on the 26th 
April at the Crown and Mitre Hotel in Carlisle, where they had to 
compete against the other top 5 teams from across Cumbria. Members 
of the team were grilled by judges from local businesses, such as BAE 
Systems and Sellafield, about their product at their corporate trade 
stand, which was staffed by Matthew Esselmont, Joe Whitehead, Scott 
Watson, Lucy Reynolds and Joe Bragg. Next, the team went on to 
deliver a formal presentation to a room of over 200 people and once 
that was completed, got to relax for a while with a delightful two 
course dinner. We were a little concerned at one point that Matthew 
Esselmont (below) was starting to look extremely comfortable in his 
cow costume as he acted as company mascot! 
 

 

 
 

Competition from the other Cumbrian regions was incredibly 
strong, so the potential outcome of the event was an unknown 
quantity. Having won the award for Best Presentation in the 
North Cumbria event, we were pleased to see that in this round 
the team successfully secured the award for Best Company 
Report. With two awards being won by Cockermouth School, it 
was clear that they had won first place, so it came down to who 
was going to claim 2nd, as this team would also go through to the 
next round of the competition. We knew the scores must be 
incredibly close, so we were delighted when they announced that 
in 2nd place was our very own Cumbria Cash Cows and, as such, 
now go on to represent NTS and Cumbria in the North West 
Regional finals at UCLAN in June. Once again, a superb 
performance was given by all members of the team and it is heart-
warming to see that all their hard work has been rewarded with a 
place in the next round of this highly competitive and valuable 
enterprise event. So congratulations to Matthew, Lucy, Scott, Joe 
and Joseph, as well as Ella Cooper-Holmes, who wasn’t able to 
attend this finals evening due to swimming commitments but her 
continued contributions helped the team achieve its success! 
 

Geography News 
Miss Reynolds 

 

 
 
Congratulations to AS Geography students, Ellie Shipp and 
Edward Willis. Ellie was selected to participate in Oxford 
University’s UNIQ Study Skills course in the Easter Holidays and 
has also been accepted onto the Sutton Trust Geography Summer 
School at Kings College in London. Edward was selected to 
attend the UNIQ Geography Summer School at Oxford 
University. We wish them every success with these experiences.  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A Beauty…or a Beast? 
Mrs Carroll 

 
The next school production, Beauty and the Beast, is in the making.  
When Miss Raven first suggested it, I will admit that my first thought 
was an inner groan.  Don’t get me wrong, I do like a bit of cutesy but 
I really love a production with a bit of meat on its bones – a bit of 
darkness and a good moral message and a soppy romance just left 
me a bit flat.  My first thought was also that this might be a bit easy – 
a bit more suited to a primary school.  So I went to see the new 
Disney film with my prejudices firmly in place.   
 
Ok, I admit it.  I was wrong.  This old story has frequently been 
rehashed but it truly is one with modern relevance.  We live in a 
world where appearances are too important and where difference is 
held up as something to ridicule.  The story champions the ideal - 
stand up for our beliefs and our individuality and all will be well.  
Disney’s version does it with some infectious music, characters with 
warmth and wit; costumes to die for; sets to challenge the most 
handy of handyperson and will take our modest stage from a small 
village to a magnificent castle, to the wild woods and to a fight on the 
ramparts; it includes savage wolf attacks in the wild woods and a 
whirling love story between the most unlikely of characters.  In short, 
it challenges our prejudices and does it in a package that will delight 
the very young, the tough teenager, the most long-suffering of 
parents and grandparents.    
 
So put 7th – 10th March, 2018 in your diary!  It promises to be a good 
one for the whole family. I take it as a real compliment to the 
school’s reputation that someone asked me if they could buy tickets 
yesterday!  When they do go on sale (probably in January) I suspect 
that this popular classic will sell out very fast. 
 
Auditions will begin after half-term and we hope that the pupils will 
‘grasp the nettle’, face up to their fears and just go for it. Yes, it takes 
effort; yes, it takes commitment - but it is absolutely worth it. I have 
lost count of the pupils who have told me that being part of their 
school production is an experience that has remained with them for 
many years and how the memory of it has steeled them in times of 
adversity; it forges unlikely friendships across year groups, helps 
people to face their inner demons and lets them shine in ways that 
they had never expected. We also have a lot of fun.  If you want to 
join in, watch out on the school intranet for the information about 
auditions. Remember, no experience is necessary and the audition 
does not need to be perfect; we are looking for potential, not 
perfection.  
 
In the meantime, I want this also to be the most visually magnificent 
production that we have yet attempted. I am very much in need of 
some responsible, organised and technically interested Year 11 / 
incoming sixth-formers to lead the sound and lighting crew (we will 
teach you what you need to know) and a team of responsible pupils 
for them to work with.  This builds skills that have taken at least one 
of our former pupils to the very top of the profession in stage 
lighting for world famous singers to rock concerts to the West End.  
It also will help you to create a CV which makes you stand out for 
your future careers.  
 
 
 

 

From the wider community, we need to draw from your 
expertise and support; we need carpenters, dress makers – 
volunteers of every kind to help us out.  If you would like to get 
involved, please let us know on 016973 42160.  We would be 
most grateful.    
 
I hope that all of you will support us with ‘The Beast’, one way 
or another, from coming along to see it to being more actively 
involved.  With a bit of luck, and a lot of effort, it will end up 
being a bit of a beauty!  

 

 
 
 

REACT Foundation Science 
Bursaries 
Miss Hayton 

 

 
 
On Tuesday 16th May, Mrs Butler and I attended the annual 
REACT Foundation awards evening. The REACT Foundation 
is a local organisation that encourages West Cumbrian students 
to study Maths, Science and Engineering related subjects at A 
Level and degree level. Each year, they offer bursaries to Year 
11 pupils and Year 13 students and I’m delighted to say that 
this year NTS had a worthy winner: George Fava in 11CL. 
 
 After completing an application form and expressing an 
interest to study Maths and Science at A Level, George was 
shortlisted from over 250 applicants and was finally selected by 
a board of trustees to receive a £200 cash bursary. His success 
was based on the quality of his application, academic ability and 
his potential to be a scientist or engineer in the future. I’d like 
to take this opportunity to congratulate George and wish him 
well as he completes his GCSE exams and embarks on A-level 
courses in September.  

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

Reading Matters 
Where will you go today without taking a single 

step? 
Mrs Martindale 

 
From September, Years 7-10 have enjoyed up to two mornings 
of silent reading a week in Form time.  The benefits of 
sustained silent reading linked to reading proficiency are well 
documented.  In order to support silent reading, all Forms 
were provided with a Form Book Box.  Since January, many 
Forms have been busy decorating their boxes as part of a 
whole school reading competition.  The winning Form this 
year was, 8KW, with their fun, farm-themed box. 

 

 
 

During Form time and lunch time many reading clubs are run 
for Years 7-9.  Pupils enjoy the group atmosphere and chance 
to discuss topical issues linked to the book they are reading.  If 
you feel that your child would benefit from additional support 
with their reading or even simply a little help to get their 
reading habit back on track, then please do get in touch with 
Dr. Henley, Deputy Head (Teaching and Learning). 

Careers Information, Advice and 
Guidance 

Mr G. Clark 

Careers guidance is available to all NTS pupils from home or at 
school: 

1. From home, at: http://vle.nts.cumbria.sch.uk/. Please log on 
to ‘Moodle’, select ‘Careers Guidance’, and follow the 
blue links that interest you. 

2. For personal help with finding out about Careers, or making 
choices about your future, please contact the Careers 
Education & Guidance Officer at NTS, Mr Graham 
Clark. 

3. ‘Drop-in’ Careers Guidance sessions are available to NTS 
students on Monday and Friday lunchtimes, from 12.45. 
Please come to the Careers Education & Guidance 
Services office. 

4. Parents or carers: if you have any queries about your child’s 
career options or choices, please feel free to contact the 
NTS Careers Education & Guidance Officer at Parents’ 
Evenings for Years 9-13, by phone (016973 42160, 
extension 250), or email at: careers@nts.cumbria.sch.uk. 

 

 

 

Reading Hack Volunters in Cumbria 

 
Every year, Cumbria Libraries run the Summer Reading Challenge.  This is a 

national scheme to encourage young people (usually 4 to 12 year olds) to 

read during the summer holidays.  The challenge is to read 6 books. There is 

a different theme each year and for 2-17 it is Animal Agents. 

 

We launch the challenge in July and it ends in September so we would 

want you to volunteer over the summer school holidays. Children visit 

the library to tell us about what they have read, collecting free stickers 

and rewards along the way. When they have read their 6 books we 

give them a certificate for completing the challenge. 
 
The challenge is always very popular in Cumbria and we would like to 

give you the chance to share in this great scheme.  It is fun and 

rewarding listening to young children and experiencing their joy of 

reading. 
 
Here is what we want you to do: 

• Join the children –help them to fill in their registration card 
• Talk to them about what they have read 
• Help them to find what they want to read 
• Give out the free stickers and special gifts 
• Encourage them to complete the challenge 
• Help staff with any activities for children during the summer 
• Organise an activity with other volunteers 
• Celebrate with us your achievements during the summer. 

 
You will be needed for a minimum of 2 hours per week – although we 

would like you for longer if possible. 14-year-old volunteers can do a 

maximum of 25 hours per week** and those aged 15 + can do a 

maximum of 35 hours per week. ** 

** This will depend upon the opening times of your local library. You 
will not be expected to work before 9:30 a.m. or after 5:00 p.m.  We 
are flexible and can work round any holidays you might be taking in 
the summer. 
 
What we will do for you 

 We will provide you with training before the challenge starts 

 We will keep a record of the hours you put in for us 

 We will make sure you are happy with the tasks and are able to 
carry them out. 

 There will be countywide recognition for the volunteering you 

have done. If you are aged 16+ you can register online with 

Vinspired and gain national recognition for what you have 

achieved during the summer. If you are working towards a 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, this volunteering opportunity 

could contribute towards it. 
 
Remember 
You will not be working alone; staff will always be there to help you.  

You can volunteer to help throughout Cumbria; most libraries are 

looking for young volunteers to help support the challenge.  

 
If you are interested, see Mrs Crone for further details and an 
application form. 

 

 

http://vle.nts.cumbria.sch.uk/
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=careers@nts.cumbria.sch.uk


 

 

P.E. Department News 
 

Mrs Lee 
 
 

Athletics 
 

 
 
Multi-Events 
 
The following athletes: (Year 8) Sam Hodgson, Joe Southwell, Brooke 
Steel, (Year 9) Jonathan Dodd, Tobias Lomas, and Ben Postlethwaite 
participated in the Pentathlon at the Copeland Stadium. This involved 
5 events, Long Jump, High Jump, Shot Putt, Hurdles and 800m. At 
the end of the competition, Brooke finished 5th and is a reserve for 
the North West Competition and Sam was 10th. 
In the Boys’ Competition, Ben finished 1st and will represent Cumbria 
at the North West Competition in June. Jonathan was 9th, Tobias 18th 
and Joe 10th. 
The Year 8s will get another chance to compete in this next year 
because they were the lower age group. 
 
Track and Field Cup  
 
All four teams travelled to Hexham to compete in the North Cumbria 
round of the English Schools’ Track and Field Cup. Excellent 
performances from all athletes to support their respective teams 
resulted in the following results: 
Junior Boys: 1st, with a high point score of 375, currently 4th in the 
North West.  
Intermediate Boys: 4th, with a point score of 343. 
Junior Girls: 2nd with a point score of 271. 
Intermediate Girls: 2nd with a point score of 293. 
We now wait to see which teams go to the North West A final and 
which go to the B final in Blackpool. 
Well done to all involved, great athletics, great competitive spirit and 
a pleasure to take. Photos are on display at the Sports Hall. 
 
Year 8 Inter-House Competition 
 

 
 

Once again, we were blessed with the lovely weather for a 
competitive afternoon of summer sport consisting of Rounders, 
Tennis, Softball and Cricket. All Year 8 pupils were involved, 
with many having their first taste of competing as a team in a 
real competitive situation. From their reaction it seemed they 
were having fun and many commented on how much they 
enjoyed it. 
At the end of the tournaments, Kestrel emerged as the winners 
of the Cricket and Softball, with Peregrine winning the Tennis 
and Osprey the Rounders. 
Kestrel was the overall winner and Ben Barnes collected the 
winner’s House Trophy. Action photos of the day are on display 
in the Sports Hall. 
Congratulations to all involved! 
 
For information: Please encourage pupils to participate in as 
many of the practices listed in the table below as possible.  
 

PRACTICES SUMMER TERM 2017 
 

 LUNCH TIME  
12.40-1.15 
 

AFTERSCHOOL    
3.40-4.45 

MONDAY Athletics:   High 
Jump/Hurdles    

Athletics:  
Yrs. 7/8/9/10                

TUESDAY Rounders:   Yr. 7/8 
Girls               

 

WEDNESDAY Tennis     Yr. 7 
Boys and Girls       

Tennis         
Yrs. 7/8/9/10                

THURSDAY Cricket:  Yr. 7 Boys                         

FRIDAY Basketball:   Yr. 8 
Boys          

Rounders:   Yrs. 9/10 
Girls             

 

Practices for all activities will began on Tuesday 2nd May and full 

kit must be worn at all practices which take place at the Sports 

Hall. 

Lunch passes are available at break from the PE Office at the 

Sports Hall. 

 

Reminder to pupils: All fixtures and results are shown on TV 

screens around the school. 

 

100 Club Draw 
Miss D. Richmond 

The winners of the March and April 100 Club draws are as 
follows: 

March 
1st Prize – Mr Beechey (Staff) 
2nd Prize – Mr Johnson (Staff) 

3rd Prize – Mrs Routledge (Parent) 

April 
1st Prize – Dan Wilson (Pupil) 

2nd Prize – Mrs Richardson (Parent) 
3rd Prize – Miss D. Richmond (Staff) 

 

 

Half-Term Holiday 

 

Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June  



 
 


