
Curriculum update March 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, Pupils and Students, 

I hope that you are all safe and well, and that ‘lockdown 3’ has been a manageable experience. After 

a flood of announcements in recent days relating to education from the Prime Minister, the 

Education Secretary, DfE and Ofqual with the additional frenzy of media commentary that ranges 

from genuine expert analysis to total speculation, I thought it timely to update you on the state of 

play, especially with the imminent return of face-to-face lessons. What is clear is that getting back to 

lessons, learning, acting on feedback and revising all still have a crucial role to play for all pupils and 

students in determining their final grades. 

Summer grades 2021: 

The picture of how pupils and students will get their grades this summer is now beginning to evolve. 

Let me be clear that the notion presented by some commentators on Thursday 25th February of 

teachers being unleashed to create grades on a whim is absolute nonsense.  

We know there is a framework for schools to work within, overseen by the examining bodies, which 

contains a robust series of quality assurance checks all designed to ensure that schools submit fair, 

reasonable and well-evidenced recommendations of grades. The evidence will be determined by 

each subject with assessment being carried out against a national standard. Again (as last year) the 

concept of Centre Assessed Grades (CAGs) is clear – these are recommendations that the school will 

make (not individual class teachers in isolation) to be scrutinised and then ‘signed off’ by the 

examining bodies. Fortunately, there will not be any use of a mathematical formula to change 

grades; no ‘mutant algorithm’. 

The cornerstone of this year’s process is holistic assessment of content that has been taught (which 

may not necessarily be 100% of the total content given in the specification), rather than terminal 

testing through examination. This shifts the focus away from the ‘one hit wonder’ of performing to 

one’s best on any given day (with the element of chance this involves) to a system that includes 

many different pieces of evidence of pupil/student performance collected over the duration of each 

course, but vitally, to also include some evidence that has not yet been collected. The key difference 

in comparison to last year is that schools are not being asked to predict what a pupil/student would 

have got should they have sat the final exams, but to assess how well a pupil/student is performing 

now and across the next few months in relation to the subject content that has actually been 

covered.  

Schools will have ‘optional assessment materials’ made available to them to deploy as they see fit in 

support of that holistic assessment process. Based on how they are being devised and how it is 

envisaged schools use them, it would be wrong to suggest these tests are ‘exams by any other name’ 

and/or a poor quality replacement for the full summer public examination series that was cancelled 

some time back. It would also be nonsensical for us to ignore them, because of the assistance those 

optional assessments may give in helping us to measure what each child knows, understands and 

can do in the final stages of both Year 11 and Year 13, and to add that information to the ‘pot’ of 

evidence that already exists. 

The objective is to provide all pupils and students with the grades that enable them to move to the 

next phase of education or training, grounded in an analysis of that broad range of evidence 

(physical work, as well as data). 

So, in summary, the national process for summer grades is as follows: 



1. Teachers will assess pupils and students against a national standard, which will be defined 

by the examining bodies before the Easter break. 

2. Each subject will submit grades which will be quality assured by the school. This internal 

quality assurance process will have to be ‘signed off’ by the examining bodies to ensure it is 

rigorous and in line with national standards. 

3. Our CAGs will be quality assured externally by the examining bodies, which may include 

random sampling of our school’s evidence. 

4. If the examining bodies are confident in our submitted results, then they will award the 

final grades. 

5. If pupils and students do not think their results are accurate, they will have the right to 

appeal. 

 

Once the final details are published by the examining bodies (no later than Easter), I will be working 

with Heads of Department and senior colleagues to finalise the full process NTS will use, but for now, 

the key message to all Year 11 pupils and Year 13 students is this: studies have not ended, school is 

not yet ‘out for summer’, there is work to do and the next few months are of utmost importance 

for them to help secure their qualification grades, and acquire the appropriate knowledge, 

understanding and skills necessary to make a successful transition to their next phase of education 

or training. 

Year 13 Mock examinations 

Current Year 13 students missed out on school examinations in Year 12 due to the first lockdown, 

and have missed the original window for the Year 13 mock examinations this January due to the 

third lockdown. We know from student feedback to teachers that the vast majority were getting 

properly geared up to sit those mocks in January, and are now (in response to Mr Priddle’s recent 

communication) getting geared up again. The conscientious students have, I’m sure, kept 

themselves geared up throughout this lockdown by keeping up a programme of on-going revision.  

It would be reasonable to ask the question ‘what’s the point, as summer exams are cancelled?’ The 

point is that based upon what I have written in the previous section, these mock examinations will 

provide key pieces of evidence that could be used in support of a recommended CAG. They also 

prove to the students themselves how much knowledge and understanding they have gained and 

secured, not just for the purpose of passing an exam, but in readiness to move onto the next phase 

of education and training. We know that a good number of students nationally, let alone at NTS, 

would still prefer to prove themselves in a terminal qualification examination. Although that 

opportunity has been removed, mocks and the ‘optional assessments’ referred to previously, still 

provide a decent alternative that require full attention and respect. 

Therefore, Year 13 mock examinations will commence in the week beginning Monday 22nd March.  

The key message is this: A strong mock exam result will provide excellent evidence to support a 

final CAG recommendation, and provide good information to enable students to prepare, not only 

for final assessments, but also for their transition to the next phase of education or training. 

And finally… 

As always, I will update you further once I have news to share. I hope that your child/children are 

looking forward to returning to school and some semblance of ‘normality’. I, along with all 



colleagues at the school, are certainly looking forwards to welcoming them back, and to working 

collectively towards a successful conclusion to this difficult and stressful period of time. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr N. Parker 

Deputy Head - Curriculum 


