
Curriculum update March 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers and Pupils, 

I hope that you are all safe and well, and that ‘lockdown 3’ has been a manageable experience. After 

a flood of announcements in recent times relating to education from various sources, I thought it 

timely to update you on revised plans to support Year 9 pupils through the Options process in 

readiness for the start of Year 10. 

Options process: 

I have re-worked the Year 9 options timeline, and am confident that collectively, we can complete 

the options process successfully from a launch point of Wednesday 17th March to a conclusion on 

Wednesday 21st April. There are several aspects to consider: 

1. The options assembly – this presentation is delivered to pupils first, and then will be 

published with additional information for the benefit of parents/carers shortly after that, in 

lieu of the traditional information evening for parents/carers. 

2. The options booklet – a hard copy will be brought home for you all to study containing 

detail about all of the courses available and what to do to successfully navigate the process.  

3. Careers and industry input – Mrs Mullarkey (Careers Leader) will deliver a series of 

information assemblies to pupils, and refresh pupils on the role of START, our on-line careers 

platform 

4. School-based discussions – during lessons, teachers will talk to pupils about their GCSE, 

BTEC and other qualification types that are available. New subjects (Business, Drama and 

Economics) will give presentations through assemblies. 

5. Reports and Parents’ Evenings – The Full Report has already been issued, whilst the 

traditional Parents’ Evenings have been cancelled (Pastoral well-being and engagement 

activities replaced these). However, facilities for parental enquiries exist, which for ease of 

management, will be based around email and telephone contacts. 

6. The school website – all information that we feel parents and carers may need will be 

available via the school website, including all the relevant documentation and presentations, 

and this will go ‘live’ from Thursday 18th March. Please use it as a drop-in centre to access at 

your leisure in support of discussions with your child/children about their choices. 

7. Quality assurance – prior to submitting the final, neat copy of the Options Form, all pupils 

will have one-to-one conversations with their Form Tutor, during which each pupil will 

explain why the choices they have made are the right ones for them. The Tutor will ensure 

that course choices are, in our opinion, appropriate and ambitious. If there are concerns, we 

will contact you accordingly. 

8. Building the timetable – once the Options Form is submitted, most pupils won’t hear from 

me, and they can assume that no news is good news until the subjects and setting letter is 

received (usually in July along with other end-of-year paperwork). However, some pupils do 

hear from me quite quickly, especially if the timetabling work leads to clashes between 

subjects, or if a subject is not going to run because too few pupils have opted for it. Those 

discussions always revolve around the reserve subject chosen and solving any problem that 

have arisen. 

If you have been through the Year 9 Options process before, this will look quite familiar to you, and 

will run in a similar fashion. However, if it’s your first time through as a parent/carer, please do not 

be worried about the process. At the end of the day, your child is making 3 first choices and 1 



reserve choice, and although important, these are only stepping stone decisions for the next two 

years of their education. However, please be assured that a range of school staff will be on hand to 

support you throughout. 

I hope that your child/children are looking forward to returning to school and some semblance of 

‘normality’. I, along with all colleagues at the school, are certainly looking forwards to welcoming 

them back, and to working collectively towards a successful conclusion to this difficult and stressful 

period of time. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr N. Parker 

Deputy Head - Curriculum 


