
GCSE DRAMA



WE WILL EXPLORE…

• What you have to do 

• How the pupils feel about it 

• Where it could take you in your future

• Who would be suitable for this course



WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO DO?

•PRACTICAL PERFORMANCES  30%



PRACTICAL ROLES 
FOR 
PERFORMANCE

• performer (actor) 

• lighting designer 

• sound designer 

• set designer 

• costume designer 

• puppet designer



WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO DO?

•PRACTICAL PERFORMANCES  30%

•Extracts – you perform two parts of a play  

•Devised – you make up a story and perform it



LOG FOR DEVISED 30%



WHERE DO THE GRADES 
COME FROM?

•WRITTEN EXAM 40%

• Blood Brothers

• Live performance



SO WHAT DO OUR STUDENTS HAVE TO SAY?



• I was so shy [...] I can honestly say that I am a different person because of Drama.  I am 
becoming the person that I always wanted to be.

• I really enjoyed doing the lighting because I can be really creative with it and it gives me 
lot of potential to expand my knowledge.

• I have made so many new friends – I finally found people who are like me and we had so 
much fun creating our own performances.

• Drama has helped me to express myself and be more confident. It has also helped me to do 
well in English.

• One of my favourite parts of drama is the opportunity for frequent trips to the theatre
where I get to see what we learn about in lessons.

• To be honest, I took Drama because I didn’t know what to do but it has given me so much 
confidence in everything I do!

• It’s not as easy as I thought because there is a lot of writing as well as the practical stuff but 
it is my favourite subject!

• I loved creating our own plays – it was so wonderful to have the freedom to be creative.  
We were trusted to work alone and had so much fun.  It was hard work but great!



YOUR FUTURE 
–THEATRE, FILM, TV, GAMING AND THE MUSIC INDUSTRY

• All employers are looking for people skills

• All employers are looking for confidence

• Producer

• Director

• Playwright

• Scenic Designer

• Lighting Designer

• Costume Designer

• Set Designer

• Sound Designer

• Composer

• Music Director

•Actor

•Backstage Crew

•Carpenter

•Charge Artist

•Electrician

•Front of House Manager

•Paint Crew

•Playbill Writer

•Playbill Writer

•Publicist

•Stage Manager

•Theatrical Technician

•Technical Director

•Stagehands

•Wardrobe Supervisor

•Make up artist

•Artistic Director

•Theatre Manager

•Director of Production

•Technical Director

•Marketing Director

•Director of Public Relations

•Director of Audience Services

•Director of Development

•School Liaison

•Director of Special Events

•Literary Manager

•Company Manager

•House Manager

•Usher

•Ticketing agent

•Crew Chief

•Janitor

•Dresser

•Stage Crew

•Grips

•Call Boy



£300m deal to build a studio in 
east London that is expected as 
soon as mid-2022. “We will 
become London’s Hollywood,”

Pinewood, the UK’s biggest studio, is to 
double in size. Pinewood, in a long-term 
production deal with Netflix, is quadrupling 
in size.

“Hollywood of the north” that will open in 2023

developers enter a race for space in the 
UK, banking on the continued growth in 
demand fuelled by streamers from Netflix 

to Amazon and Disney+

“Film, and TV production in particular, has 
been on an absolute boom,”

There are loads of jobs in 

the media that use, as their 

basis, the skills that you will 

begin developing in the 

Drama GCSE …and the 

industry is booming

“The biggest challenge is not 

additional stage space, but people. 

We need to attract more people to 

service productions”

Andrew Smith, Pinewood Studios



WHAT WILL THE COURSE GIVE YOU?

•Improved confidence and personal control

•Two years learning more about a subject

that interests you, in a fun and practical way

•A GCSE which can get you a well-paid,

satisfying job, all over the world

•An experience which you will never forget



SO, ARE YOU SUITED TO THE COURSE?

You need to be:

• Mature enough to work hard without direct supervision

• Prepared to work with others

• Able to commit yourself to rehearsals

• Willing to get involved

• Ready for lots of laughs and lots of work


