
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Department 

 
 

The Science department has a long record of exam success and we continue to look for ways to further 
improve the quality of education that we provide. Clearly a significant part of this success is a result of the 
overall ethos of the school, but we also believe that our traditional approach and focus on engaging pupils 
through actively participating in science allows pupils to enjoy their lessons and to develop the knowledge 
and understanding they need to succeed. 
 
Schemes of work provide clear guidance as to the content to be taught and some of the approaches that 
can be taken but staff are given the freedom to design lessons that match the needs of their pupils and 
take into account their own personal teaching style and personality; the idea is that we treat teachers as 
professionals who can plan, assess, reflect and deliver, rather than simply delivering a pre-provided one 
size-fits-all lesson. 
 
The department is fortunate to be housed in its own area of the school and currently benefits from 10 full-
size laboratories. All laboratories are equipped with LCD projectors and whiteboards and staff are provided 
with a laptop. In addition to the laboratories, the department also has several prep. rooms and an office / 
work area. Teachers are supported by a Technician Team and a Higher Level Teaching Assistant. 
 
In Key Stage 3 pupils receive three hours of Science lessons per week and are generally taught by a single 
teacher. There is therefore no separate Science teaching at this level but individual modules are clearly 
identifiable as being Biology, Chemistry or Physics. Practical work is used wherever possible and we also 
try to revisit central concepts such as cells, particles, and energy on a regular basis. To support the 
schemes we have a large number of electronic resources stored on the school network (some commercial 
but the majority written by our teachers) and class sets can be printed directly to our own high volume 
printers. 
 
Provision at KS4 depends on the best interests of the pupils. All pupils begin their GCSE studies by 
studying the content of the AQA Combined Science (Trilogy) course, with approximately 60 pupils 
switching to the three separate sciences in Year 11. All pupils sitting Triple science will take Higher Tier 
whilst Combined Science pupils will take either Higher or Foundation Tier – decisions are made in the best 
interests of the pupil and some classes will contain a mixture of Higher and Foundation pupils; this has 
been found to work well in recent years, with our HLTA assisting in the delivery of additional content. All 
pupils, no matter which qualifications they ultimately sit, receive 6 hours of Science teaching per week, 
allowing us the time to develop and consolidate knowledge and understanding. Again, there are no pre-
provided lessons but the course is supported with a wealth of printable resources, some commercial and 
many produced in-house. 
 
At Sixth Form level, the department is highly popular, with large numbers of students opting to study 
Science courses (we currently offer Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Applied Science). Many of these 
students go on to continue their Science studies at university and we are proud of the number of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics undergraduates we have produced in recent years. 
 
 
 


